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Ready for a new adventure?

We at International Student Services (ISS) are excited to meet you soon and welcome you into our
amazing "Global Badger" community of over 7,000 international students representing more than 100
different countries! Keep reading for tips and resources to help you get ready!

Did you miss our first New Student Newsletter? Read it here! 

12 steps to Becoming a UW–Madison International Student

Please click on and read through our “Becoming a Global
Badger” guide to follow after your admission!

It is important to follow the 12 steps to Becoming a Global
Badger after you accept your admission to UW–Madison.
Once you’ve completed those steps, we encourage you to
begin planning for your transition.

ISO & ISS Check-in Requirements for New Students

International Student Orientation (ISO) and
Check-in is required for F-1/J-1 students who
have a Summer 2025 start date on their I-
20/DS-2019 and are coming to campus to
start their program of study. 

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) requires international student visa holders
to check in with their school before starting their
academic program in the United
States. Completing all steps of ISO and
Check-in will fulfill this federal compliance
requirement.

Please complete the steps below by your program start date on your I-20/DS-2019: 

Update your contact information in your UW–Madison Profile

Virtual International Student Orientation (ISO) on Canvas

ISS Check-in within Terra Dotta

Enroll full-time

For more information, please check out our ISO page:     

International Student Orientation Page

*Undergraduate students must also attend virtual SOAR in order to register for classes.

Reminder for arriving in the U.S.:

You CANNOT arrive more than 30 days before the start of your program. If you experience delays in
arriving, please contact ISS as soon as possible.

Enrollment Reminder

Summer 2025 Enrollment Guidance
You are expected to arrive on campus and enroll full-time by the program start date on your I-20 or DS-
2019.

No matter if you are "Initial Attendance," "Transfer-Pending," or "Change of Level" I-20 SEVIS
record you must:

Enroll full-time (required to maintain your SEVIS status);

Complete International Student Orientation (ISO) & ISS Check-in, which is required
by your program start date on your I-20/DS-2019. 

Course enrollment steps:

1. Find your enrollment date and time.

2. Contact your academic or faculty advisor if you have questions about courses or degree
requirements.

3. Select your courses. Enroll full-time for your F-1/J-1 immigration status. Remember that you
have in-person enrollment requirements.

Tour Campus Virtually

Are you interested in exploring the campus virtually? This 360-degree
virtual tour features panoramic views across three themed tours:
Academics, Campus Life, and Living on Campus. Share this with your
family and friends too!

Finding a Place to Live

If you have already confirmed a place to live, you are one step ahead! If you are still looking for housing,
please see the information and resources we share below for on-campus and off-campus options. 

On-campus housing

If you are an undergraduate student and plan to live on campus in a UW–Madison
residence hall, please check University Housing website.

Off-campus housing

Interested in other temporary housing options?
Review the Pre-Arrival and Arrival section on our Becoming a Global Badger or check out
the Greater Madison Convention & Visitor Bureau.

Articles like "Renters Insurance" and "Do You Really Need Renter's Insurance?" give you
advice on why buying renter's insurance is very important.

Please be aware of common scams! There is a new housing scam where scammers use QR codes
to connect renters to fraudulent sites that look very real. Their goal: collect some form of payment, like a
deposit or rental fee, as quickly as possible. If the scam goes undetected, the fraudster can continue
using the provided financial information for additional unauthorized transactions. 

Learn more about common scams

Disability-related Accommodations

Students requiring disability-related accommodations should contact
the McBurney Disability Resource Center as soon as possible to
request services and provide documentation. For more information,
please visit McBurney’s website.

Off-campus Safety

Download BadgerSAFE – the official safety app of UW–Madison
Police Department! Receive crime alerts and safety info direct to your
phone, connect with UWPD quickly via call or text, walk virtually with
a friend, get instant access to campus resources, and more.

Stay tuned for our final newsletter!
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